
ESTONIAN OPEN BLITZ CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 2016 
R e g u l a t i o n s 

 
1. PURPOSE 

 

To determine the 2016 Estonian blitz chess champions in the men's, women's and seniors 
categories. 
 
2. DATE AND VENUE 

 

The competitions will start on July 24, 2016 at 11.00 in the hall of the Estonian Ministry of 

Education and Research (Munga 18, Tartu https://www.hm.ee/en/contact). Participants 

who are present at the venue not later than 10.45, will be allowed to play. 
 
3. ORGANIZATION  

 

Three separate tournaments will be held: men's, women's and senior.  
The rate of play will be 3 minutes for the entire game with an increment of 2 seconds per 
move (in every round, one game is played between opponents). Men's tournament will be 
organized in Swiss system (11-13 rounds). Women's and senior tournament will be 
organized in (preferably) 11-round Swiss system (if there are enough participants). The final 
number of rounds and system of play in women's and seniors tournament will be determined 
by the organizer according to the number of participants. If less than four players participate 
in a category, the organizer reserves a right to merge two tournaments (women and seniors). 
 
4. PARTICIPANTS  

 

Everyone who has paid the entry fee of €8 (for players born 1956 or earlier and 1998 or later 
the entry fee will be €5) may participate. All participants who register on July 21 or later, will 
have to pay an entry fee of €12 and €8, respectively. 
For smoother organization please pre-register at:  maleliit@maleliit.ee  
 
5. RANKING 

 

If two or more players have the same number of points, they will be ranked by the following 
tie-breaks: 
In Swiss-system tournament –  

1) Direct Encounter (if all tied participants have played each other); 
2) Buchholz with the worst opponent score discarded; 
3) Buchholz with the 2 worst opponent scores discarded; 

In round-robin tournament Koya system will be used: participant's points achieved against 
players who achieved 50% or more; if equal, the next player will be included etc. 
If two players share first place, there will be a two-game play-off match. If three or more 
players share first place, there will be a single round-robin play-off tournament. Blitz chess 
will be played. If the play-off ends in a tie, the tie-breaks mentioned above will be used to 
determine the rankings. 
 
6. PRIZES 

 

In each category, three best of the competition will be awarded a medal and diploma. The 
prize fund of each tournament consists of entry fees for the tournament. 80% of the entry 
fees will go to the prize fund, which will be divided as follows: 1st place – 40%; 2nd place – 
30%; 3rd place – 20%; 4th place – 10%. 
 
Additional and special prizes may be added in case of sponsor interest. The first prize of the 
men's championship will be at least 100 euros. 
 
N.B All participants must have a valid license. License regulations are available at the 
website of the Estonian Chess Federation: www.maleliit.ee. All participants will be eligible for 
the money prizes but medals will be awarded to Estonian chess players only. 
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